2
[bookmark: _Hlk86366491]

Answers for the Article Questions

Student’s Name
Department, University Name
Course Code: Course Name
Instructor’s Name
Date of Submission


Answers for the Article Questions
1. Why did reparations after slavery fail in the US?
[bookmark: _Hlk86417978]The debate on reparations stalled due to several controversies. Although the government was able to allocate funds for the exercise, it was difficult to determine those who were to benefit and the reasons for their benefitting since almost six generations had passed after the end of slavery (Conley, 2002). The other reason for the failure was the challenge in setting the amount that was to be paid to each person and determining who could receive the affirmative action fund since many years had passed and the people to be compensated were not the real slaves but their descendants. It was not easy to determine the salary scale for the compensation program considering insurance policies that were not specific during slavery and economic trends such as inflation (Conley, 2002).
The third account for the failure is the intermarriages that had become common in the US after the end to the slave market (Conley, 2002). The responsible authorities found it hard to identify the beneficiary in this case because the benefit was meant to be for pure blacks who felt that their challenges today are due to traditional mistreatments by the whites (Conley, 2002). Today, families have intermarried and have different colors. As such, it has become harder for the idea to implemented. The other two enjoined reasons that pose a challenge to the plan are the mixed late arrivals of immigrants into the US Conley, 2002). There are both the whites and blacks who came to the US after slavery. The group consisting of blacks is also listed in the reparations program while that of the whites is expected to aid the program financially, which raises questions as to why they must be considered yet they were not affected.  
2. Should blacks be entitled to reparations - monetary compensation for the unpaid labour their ancestors provided?
[bookmark: _Hlk86423455]Yes. The blacks should be considered for reparations. The first reason for that is the existence of that money which, according to Conley (2002), had been there since the year 2000. The next reason for this answer is because of the suffering that has been there amongst the blacks since it was introduced to them by the whites during the slave trade. The Blacks have lived miserable life caused by the feeling of being worthless and low in society. The inequalities that were there during the slave trade have been extended through racism and inequity in resource endowment. Conley (2002) attributes these weaknesses among the blacks to the foundation that was forced onto their ancestors by the whites. Poor saving habits among the Blacks and salary disparities are still eminent as possible justifications of continued discrimination. Conley (2002) further alleges that it is logical to argue that the whites need to redeem themselves by supporting the blacks to find their way out of the persistent poor conditions. 
3. Who should pay and who should get paid if any?
Members of the black families should be paid by the American government. This is because the government is aware of the atrocities that the blacks were subjected to. Since it has enough money for compensation, it should proceed with the reparations program. Those who should be paid must include families with black ties either through marriage or children born from two different races because making fresh determinations of intermarriage will cause more problems that would delay the process even further.
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